[Drug circuit in Lebanese hospitals].
Drug errors constitute a public health problem. The objective of our study was to describe drug circuit essential steps in the Lebanese hospitals, starting at prescription to administration, in comparison with Lebanese accreditation standards. We also evaluated technical drug errors. A cross sectional study of all hospitals in Beirut and Mount Lebanon was carried out, where a pharmacist and a nurse per hospital answered anonymous standardized questionnaires. We found the drug circuit suffered from gaps in all 59 hospitals that were visited: doctors should increase efforts to clarify prescriptions and furnish necessary information for nurses, pharmacists better apply accreditation standards, and nurses verify and re-verify treatments before administration. Regulatory laws are necessary for all involved actors for best responding to the responsibility in question, that is patient security.